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countrymen  who have felt  called  upon,  in  the  interest of the
country, to advise removal of the boycott of legislative bodies.

In conclusion, may I, through you thank all the very nume-
rous senders of congratulatory messages. It is not possible for
me personally to acknowledge each message. It has gladdened
my heart to see among the messages many from our Moderate
friends. I have, and non-co-operators can have, no quarrel with
them. They too are well-wishers of their country and serve to the
best of their lights. If we consider them to be in the wrong, we can
hope to win them over only by friendliness and patient reason-
ing, never by abusing. Indeed, we want to regard Englishmen
too as our friends and not misunderstand them by treating them
as our enemies. And if we are today engaged in a struggle
against the British Government, it is against the system for which
it stands and not against Englishmen who are administering the
system. I know that many of us have failed to understand and al-
ways bear in mind the distinction and, in so far as we have failed,
we have harmed our cause.

/ am.
Tour sincere friend and brother,

M. K. GANDHI
Young India, 14-2-1924

106.   LETTER TO PRANJIVAN MEHTA
SASSOON HOSPITAL,
POONA,
Maha Sud 2 [February 7,   1924y
BHAISHRI  PRA^JIVAN,
I thought of you constantly. Hardly a day passed in the jail
when I did not remember you. Having protested to the Govern-
ment on the issue of my correspondence and stopped writing
letters altogether, how could I make an exception in your case
and write to you ? Today is the third day since my release. There
is some strength in my hand and the very first letter I am writing
is to you.
As we are now both tin well, who should enquire about whom?
My health is improving. The wound has not healed completely.
1 The letter was written on the third day after Gandhiji's release on
February 5.